Meeting Minutes (GSSB General Meeting) Nov. 6, 2010
Held at: Shelley Nussbaum’s Riverbend Farm

Attendees: Elizabeth Ferraro, Robin Bruins, Shelly Nussbaum, Jennifer Elgrim, Tom Chenal, Don Kniffen, Kevin Melvin, Reni Melvin, Eunice Bench, Cindy vonDohln
Had farm tour and discussed nutrition for our sheep (handouts given by Dr. Bergmann)
Lunch 
Meeting brought to order by Eunice Bench. 

2009-2010 Officers

President: Eunice Bench

Vice President: Kevin Melvin

Treasure: Joan Schnieber
Secretary:  John Peck
Web Coordinator: Andrea Holladay
Trustees: Robin Perelli

 
    Sue Miller

Questions were brought up regarding how many members we have per county. We will look into that count. 

We spoke on the general meetings being at individual farms. Don thought we should speak with the Carlise’s about going to their farm in the summer. Don will check on this.
We are considering a people counter for the main gate during the festival.

Shelly will look into seeing if the Gotland Sheep people might consider a Gotland Sheep show at the festival for 2012. She will get back to Eunice next week. Possibly a Regional Show which would be the 1st annual one if they agree. Don said they could possibly have a Romney show if the Gotland sheep folks can’t. 

Old Business:

Breed display was excellent in 2010.

Spoke on youth membership. Kevin thought bringing in younger members would benefit the group in the future.  Decided on a $5.00 membership fee for youth (ages 10 to 18). Elizabeth thought we should call junior members “Associate Members” All agreed.  Elizabeth also thought flyers to schools might be a good way to bring in junior members on board.  Most of the junior members would probably be from 4-H and FFA groups. Add to our website the junior membership information (Done Nov. 10). Robin brought up State Ag Convention and possibly having a booth there in the future. We would need an 
Ag representative, and getting one will be discussed at a future meeting.  Kevin will contact Cathy Christy about the show.  Possibly have the youth be in an essay contest or be a part of a panel discussion.
New Business:

Nominations:

2010-2011 Nominees
President: Eunice Bench

VP: Tom Chenal, Kevin Melvin

Secretary: Reni Melvin, Linda Rover

Treasure: Bob May, Royal Unzicker
Trustees (Shelley Nussbaum and Don Kniffen)

Kevin asked the deadline for being part of the State Ag Convention. Robin will look into the deadline date as well as how we can become a part of it.

Elizabeth brought up mentors for youth members that want to learn about sheep.  Maybe they can come to farms and have the folks that own sheep teach the youth about the process of being a sheep herder. We should have an information sheet on the website that explains this mentoring program. We will talk about this at the next meeting. Elizabeth thought an open barn day at a farm would be nice.
Meeting was adjourned by Eunice Bench.

